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CENTRE FOR HEALTH EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP

Research Rounds

Sue Murphy
Teaching Professionalism: Why Don’t We Practice What We Preach?

ABSTRACT Professionalism has become a hot topic for health professional educators in recent years,

in both academic and clinical settings. The apparent increase in ‘professionalism lapses’ and ‘breaches in
professional behavior’ leave educators scrambling to find different and more effective ways to instill the
values needed for professional practice, promote the formation of an appropriate professional identity,
and develop professionalism “competence”. This session will explore current teaching practices for the
development of professionalism, why they might not be working, and generate discussion into what might

be more effective.

ABOUT Sue Murphy is a Physical Therapist and Head in the Department of Physical Therapy at UBC.

Sue worked clinically in critical care for many years and more recently has been involved in teaching and
educational scholarship, focusing on clinical education and professionalism. Sue has presented at national
and international conferences and enjoys the challenge of educational innovation. Sue’s role at CHES is
designed to provide stronger linkages between non-MD Health Professions and the Centre, as well as
strengthening the support available for a broad range of health professions.

When not at UBC, Sue can usually be found either on horseback, in her garden or spending time with
friends.

ACCREDITATION: The University of British Columbia Division of Continuing Professional Development (UBC CPD) is fully
accredited by the Committee on Accreditation of Continuing Medical Education (CACME) to provide study credits for continuing
medical education for physicians. This event is an Accredited Group Learning Activity (Section 1) as defined by the Maintenance
of Certification Program of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, and approved by UBC CPD. You may claim a
maximum of 1.5 (x 10 sessions) hours (credits are automatically calculated). This Group Learning program meets the certification
criteria of the College of Family Physicians of Canada and has been certified by UBC CPD for up to 1.5 (x 10 sessions) Mainpro+
credits. Each physician should aim only those credits he/she actually spent in the activity

The Centre for Health Education Scholarship (CHES) is committed to enhancing health education scholarship by building
capacity for educational scholarship across the Faculty of Medicine through collaboration, team-building, mentorship
of new faculty, successful funding applications, and other activities.



